
Practical Pointers in an
Impractical World

Proverbs 3



I. The Principle of Obedience 
(vs.1-2)

A. "Do not forget my law" – or let it slip from you mind.

B. "Let your heart keep my commands."

C. They have a reward.



II. The Principle of Balance 
(vs.3-4)

A. "Let not mercy and truth forsake you."

Ps. 100:5, His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all 
generations.

B. You must possess them inwardly and outwardly.

C. This is a difficult mix of virtues.

D. They also have a reward (v.4).

- And so find favor and high esteem 

- In the sight of God and man..  



III. The Principle of Trust 
(vs.5-6)

A. "Trust in the Lord" defines the object.

B. "With all your heart" describes the manner.

James 1:7 “Let not that suppose that he will receive anything form 
the Lord”

C. "And lean not on your own understanding."

D. "In all your ways acknowledge Him." 

E. "He shall direct your paths." - Indicates the promise. 



IV. The Principle of Practical Humility. 
(Vs.7-10)

A. "Do not be wise in your own eyes."

B. How do think of ourselves as we should?

1. Fear the Lord

2. Depart from evil 

Proverbs 1:10, My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent….

V.15 My son, do not walk in the way with them, Keep your foot 
from their path. 

C. It also has its rewards (v.8 rd.)



V. The Principle of Giving 
(vs.9-10)

A. This is broader than any tithe commandment.

Mal. 3:10; Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may 
be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” says the Lord of 
hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And 
pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room 
enough to receive it.



1 Corinthians 9:1
Now concerning the ministering to the saints… 

Vs. 7-10, But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
7So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
8And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for 
every good work.
9As it is written: “He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; 
His righteousness endures forever.”
10Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, 
supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of 
your righteousness,



B. This involves honoring the Lord.
- 2 Cor. 9:11, while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, 

which causes thanksgiving through us to God.

C. A reward is promised – but that is not the best motive.

- V. 10, So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will 
overflow with new wine. 



VI. The Principle of Submission. 
(Vs.11-12)

A. "Do not despise the chastening of the LORD."

B. "The Chastening" – disciplines of the Lord.

C. God has His reasons for discipline:
- To rebuke our backsliding.

- To recall us from our wandering.

- To arose us from our laziness.

- To alert us of spiritual lifelessness.

- To advance us to a higher spiritual state.



VII. The Principle of Judgment 
(vs.21-22)  

A. "Keep Sound wisdom and discretion."

B. Both characteristics are found in the Word of God.

- 2 Tim. 3:16-17, All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness,

- 17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.

C. The Bible enables us to make wise decisions.



VIII. The Principle of Responsibility 
(Vs. 27-28).

A. The principle: "Do not withhold good…"

B. The principle conditioned:

1. "From those to whom it is due."

2. "When it is in the power of your hand to do so."

C. The principle illustrated.

V.28 Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come back, And 
tomorrow I will give it,” When you have it with you.



IX. The Principle of Relationships. 
(Vv. 29-30)

A. "Do not devise evil …"

B. "Do not strive with a man without a cause".



X. The Principle of Contentment 
(V. 31).

A. "Do not envy…"  

1 Tim. 6:6-7, Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For 
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out.  And having food and clothing, with these we 
shall be content.

B. "Chose none of his ways"

C. Reasons are given for not doing so (v. 32)


